
 

COVID19: ANAND KARAJ CONDITIONS CHECKLIST 

The Government has issued guidance on the safe use of places of worship, including for Anand Karaj ceremonies. In 
the case of Gurdwaras, this means the religious Anand Karaj ceremony, as well as the Civil Registration that happens 
in some Gurdwaras. The purpose of this form is to ensure that you understand and agree with the statements 
below.  

These terms and conditions aim to ensure the safety of the Sangat whilst visiting Guru Nanak Darbar Gurdwara 
(Gravesend) and prevent further transmission of the virus, and is consistent with the guidance issued by the 
Government. We apologise in advance for any inconvenience caused by the necessary precautions that we have had 
to implement.  

The terms and conditions described in this document affect all couples and families planning to hold their Anand 
Karaj and Civil Wedding at the Gurdwara until further notice.  

Anand Karaj Day Checklist  

I understand, agree and accept the following:  

1. NO singing or dancing will take place on arrival at Guru Nanak Darbar Gurdwara  
2. NO loud music must be played from the cars on arrival at Guru Nanak Darbar Gurdwara  
3. The playing of Dhols is prohibited 
4. The Groom (or any other person) must not arrive at Guru Nanak Darbar Gurdwara on a horse or a horse 

drawn carriage 
5. On entering Guru Nanak Darbar Gurdwara, you must sanitise your hands and allow the security team to 

conduct temperature checks 
6. You understand that the food served at the Gurdwara is ‘Guru ka Langar’ (blessed food) and NOT a 

reception, you should behave as appropriate for a Gurdwara and abide by Sikhi & Gurdwara Sahib values 
7. Families MUST remain in their ‘social bubbles’ at all times  
8. Only ONE Milni should take place, outside the Guru Nanak Darbar Gurdwara front entrance, weather 

permitting. If it is raining, then the Milni can take place in the foyer. We may allow up to three Milni’s and 
this will be based on a risk assessment carried out by one of the Anand Karaj Project Managers (Sewadars) 
prior to and on the day.  

9. During the Milni, there will be NO hugging, NO lifting, NO Garlands and only Fateh (greeting)  
10. If at the Milni, Indian sweets are required, then these must be obtained from the Anand Karaj team (free of 

charge). Remaining sweets must be disposed of. 
11. When entering and transitioning within Guru Nanak Darbar Gurdwara, masks must be worn at all times by 

all individuals. The following exemptions apply: 

• Bride and Groom 
• Those with Medical conditions (a valid exemption medical certificate will be required) 
• Masks are not required in the Langar Hall whilst eating, and must remain in ‘social bubbles’ 
• Children age 11 and under  

12. Hand Sanitiser machines are placed throughout Guru Nanak Darbar Gurdwara and must be used regularly 
and when needed 

13. Ramaala Sahib must be treated with respect at all times, and NOT placed on the floor or handled with ‘dirty’ 
hands. The Gurdwara Sahib will provide a ‘clean’ table for the Ramaala Sahib, Garlands or any other items 
which are to be placed on the Palki Sahib for Maharaj Guru Granth Sahib Ji  



 
14. When paying your respects in the Diwan Hall, you must not approach the Giani, Granthi or Jatha. You must 

not walk around the Palki Sahib. You may place money offering to the Jatha at arm’s length in the tray at the 
front of the stage, whilst wearing your mask.  The tray is placed over one metre away from the Jatha  

15. During the Ardaas and reading of the Vaak, the photographers and videographers must remain still and 
refrain from moving around. Cranes are also not permitted to move around at this time  

16. During the Karmai Ceremony only two people may approach the groom; any sweet offerings such as 
‘Shuwara’ (dried date) can be consumed by the groom and this should be wrapped individually.  

17. If dried or fresh fruit is brought for the Karmai Ceremony, this MUST be wrapped up (i.e. cellophane) and 
once the ceremony is completed, the items must be removed from the diwan hall and placed in individual 
cars immediately.  

18. During the Pala ceremony, only one person may approach the Bride & Groom, unless assistance is required.  
19. When the Anand Karaj takes place, the Bride and Groom can have two other individuals from the same 

‘social bubble’ seated behind them to assist and guide  
20. After the Hukamnama, ONLY the parents will be instructed and allowed for Sagan ceremony. Remaining 

Anand Karaj guests (Sangat) will be allowed to do Sagan downstairs in the Langar Hall if they wish to whilst 
adhering to Social Distancing. 

21. If a Civil Ceremony is to take place, then a maximum of 15 people is allowed. This includes the 
videographers, photographers, bride, groom and registrar. Remaining guests must stay in their ‘social circles’ 
and make their way to the allocated Langar Hall. (Outside if no Langar has been requested)  

22. Once the Civil Ceremony is completed, the Bride & Groom must proceed to the Langar Hall. Langar can only 
be consumed here.  

23. The cake must be cut after Langar has been served / consumed.  
24. Any additional photographs MUST be taken after Langar & cake has been served (The Langar team will not 

hold or wait because of pictures being taken, this is disrespectful to Langar and encourages individuals to 
stay when Langar has finished)  

25. Langar will be served on arrival of guests or after any Langar Canape offerings, this will not be ‘held’ or 
‘paused’  

26. Once all Ceremonies and Langar has finished, you must proceed to leave Guru Nanak Darbar Gurdwara and 
not loiter in the foyer and communal areas.  

27. Anand Karaj Cake: The Bride's and Groom's families can themselves bring a cake for cutting at the 
Gurdwara. Cake making companies/suppliers may deliver the cake in a 10-minute nominated slot whilst the 
Langar Hall is vacated. Cakes must be vegetarian and egg-free.  

28. We advise no more than two photographers/videographers are permitted per Anand Karaj. A maximum of 
four is allowed if need be.  

29. No external decorations (flowers, ornaments) or external decorators are permitted. However, the Gurdwara 
has a small selection of decor that can be used for a small fee, which covers the cost of cleaning, sterilising, 
storing and setup.  

30. If the Dolli ceremony is to be carried out at the Gurdwara, throwing of rice, flowers or/and singing is 
prohibited. Social distancing must be maintained.  

31. The couple and their family must follow all instructions provided to them on the day.  
32. The maximum number of guests allowed in the hall booked for the Anand Karaj will be notified separately 

and will depend on the Gurdwara’s Risk Assessment, consistent with the current Government guidance and 
regulations. A current maximum limit of 15 applies to BOTH Anand Karaj and Civil Weddings held at Guru 
Nanak Darbar Gurdwara.  

33. Guru Nanak Darbar accepts no liability if your wedding guest numbers exceed the documented 
recommendation, and you have a personal responsibility on the day to ensure governance and maximum 
numbers are adhered to. 

34. All payments must be made in full, no later than 10 days prior to the Anand Karaj  
35. A list of guests attending the Anand Karaj must be supplied, no later than 72 hours prior to the Anand Karaj 

Ceremony. This must include one name per household, number of guests attending from that household and 



 
one main contact number. This data will be held by the data controller and provided to Public Health 
England for Test and Trace service organised by the Government.  

36. All pictures taken at Guru Nanak Darbar Gurdwara must be of a respectful nature and no intimate photos 
are allowed; i.e. Twirling Bride with Gurdwara as backdrop. Guru Nanak Darbar Gurdwara must not be 
portrayed in a disrespectful manner as it is a ‘place of worship’ and not a ‘venue.’ Failure will result in all 
photography and videography being halted. If you are unsure, please discuss with a member of the Anand 
Karaj team.  

37. You must remain respectful to Sewadars at all times  
38. Only food supplied or agreed by Guru Nanak Darbar Gurdwara can be consumed on the premises  
39. We hold the authority to cancel any Anand Karaj at short notice to ensure government guidelines are 

adhered to in these unprecedented times  
40. The Bridal Room must be left clean and all food, rubbish, etc removed. Failure may result in a cleaning 

charge  
41. Individuals must be seated within their ‘social bubbles’ and no extra seating will be added 
42. Individuals must adhere to the hall setup; tables have a two-metre distance and each chair has a one metre 

distance around the table. (The tables are made for twelve guests, but must only seat a maximum of 6) 
43. If/when handing gifts to the Bride & Groom, please adhere to Government published distancing rules  
44. If your area of residence is restricted or in lockdown, it is against the law for Guru Nanak Darbar to allow the 

Anand Karaj to proceed and we reserve the right to cancel, up to and including the day of the Anand Karaj. If 
this is the case we will advise as soon as possible, and we also ask you to follow local restrictions and the 
governing law  

IF THE COUPLE AND/OR FAMILY FAIL TO FOLLOW THE MEASURES OUTLINED ABOVE, THE MANAGEMENT 
COMMITTEE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO CANCEL THE ANAND KARAJ AND CIVIL REGISTRATION, UP TO AND INCLUDING 
ON THE DAY OF THE ANAND KARAJ.   

By submitting the form, I understand, agree and accept the outlined conditions above. I consent for my data to be 
stored and used by Guru Nanak Darbar Gurdwara for the purposes of this Anand Karaj only. I also understand that 
the bride and grooms’ details will be kept for an infinite number of days if a Civil Wedding takes place at the 
Gurdwara. 
 

Full Legal Name of person responsible for booking the Anand Karaj:  

Grooms Legal Name: 

Brides Legal Name: 

Date Agreed: 

Date of Anand Karaj: 

Contact Number: 

Photographer / Videographer Phone & Email:  


